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DOCTOR, NOTHING 
WHERE TO WORR 
ARE МЕР \ ABOUT, ZOE. 


LET'S HAVE A 
LOOK AROUND 
ANYWAY. 


HEY, DOCTOR, 
LOOK AT THE SIZE 
OF THAT ONE/ 
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WHY, THIS IS "JUST 
POLICE BOXES', 


OF COURSE. WE SELL 


NOTHING 
BUT POLICE 
BOXES. 


‘UUST POLICE BOXES'? 
WHAT SORT OF A 
RIDICULOUS IDEA 

IS THAT? 


WHO COULD 
POSSIBLY BE 
SHOPPING FOR 
POLICE BOXES? 


MAKE ANY | 


SENSE? 


ZOE, PLEASE, 
MANNERS! LET'S 
NOT UPSET THE 

VENDOR. 


THIS IS TRULY 
A_REMARKABLE 
COLLECTION OF 
MERCHANDISE, LET 
ME ASSURE YOU. 


IF YOU SAY 
SO, DOCTOR, BUT 
I DON'T PLAN TO MAKE 
ANY PURCHASES MYSELF! 


THAT BIG 
FELLA ACTUALLY 
MADE FUN OF MY 
KILT! HE SAID IT 

LOOKS FUNNY! 


WE HAVE 
THE WIDEST 
SELECTION OF 
POLICE BOXES 
AVAILABLE 


ANYWHERE! HOW EXTRA- 


ORDINARY! 


ER, WE HAVE POLICE 
BOXES FOR EVERY 
POSSIBLE NEED, 
MA'AM. 


FUNCTIONAL 
AND DECORATIVE — 
YOU NAME IT, 
WE SELL IT. 


THANK YOU, 
MY GOOD MAN; 
WE'LL KEEP 
LOOKING! 
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SEE IF WE CAN FIGURE 
OUT WHAT'S GOING 

ON HERE. CAN YOU 
BELIEVE 


; LOOKS FUNNY? 
; DID YOU SEE HIM? 
VW ኣ!! HE SHOULD LOOK 
IN A MIRROR/ 
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NOT JUST N 
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NÍ BUT DON'T BE LURED INTO A 
FALSE SENSE OF SECURITY. 
ALL THIS GLAMOUR AND 
BEAUTIFUL ARCHITECTURE 
CONERS UP E STILL 
EXISTING BLACK MARKET 
ROOTS OF FRENKO. 


KEEP 
YOUR EYE 
PEELED. 


NOT SO LOUD, ZOE. 
WE MUSTN'T ATTRACT 
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NOT EVEN AWARE 
) OF IT. 


KVS q ALL THESE HAPPY 
ገ SHOPPERS ARE 
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THERE IS 
A PRICE FOR 
THIS SORT 
OF WEALTH— 
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COME ON, LET US 
BUY HIM FROM YOU. 
THIS WILL BE A GOOD 
DEAL, JUST BETWEEN 

YOU AND ME. 


NO ONE WILL KNOW; 
A PERFECTLY DISCREET 
TRANSACTION WITH NO 


COULD 
HAVE MADE 
YOU VERY 
WEALTHY. ZOE, JAMIE, 


BUT I 
SAY NO I UNDERSTAND. COME ALONG — 
ር (Í THANK YOU, BUT NO. WE HAVÉ MORE 
MAN. AND WITH THAT, WE WWW SHOPPING TO 
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WELL, I SUPPOSE 
THERE WOULD 


: LET ME THINK 
5 ABOUT IT. 


DOCTOR, 


iN S 
WHAT HAPPENED | KOX 
TO JAMEP ALNAN 


YOU DON'T SUPPOSE— 
WAS HE KIDNAPPED? 


INDEED, ALL AS 
I ANTICIPATED. DO SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT. 


BUT DOCTOR, 
HOW WILL WE 
GET HIM BACK? 


DON'T WORRY ABOUT THAT. 
I PLANTED A TRACKING DEVICE 

N JAMIE. WE'LL BE ABLE TO 
FIND HIM. AND THEY WON'T 
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ECTS ACROSS 
GREAT DISTANCES 
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THAT ROBO 
HANDED ME 
THIS—IT'S 


AN AUCTION 
SCHEDULE AND 


FOUND IT! 
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VIEWING!! 
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THERE MUST ВЕ - 
HUNDREDS! 
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THEY MUST 
HANE FAMILIES/ 
SO MANY LIVES, NOTICED? 
STOLEN AWAY! 


AND THERE IS 
STILL MUCH 
IN IT... 
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HOW CAN 
NO ONE HAVE 


DESPAIR. 


VERY GOOD, 
VERY GOOD. 


ON'T. I'M ASSUMIN' YOU ASSUME 
੩ WELL BE GETTIN! CORRECTLY! 
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THERE'S NO POINT. 


P 
THEM. THEY'LL JUST 
SLAUGHTER US. 


DEMORALIZED. | 
COMPLETELY 
DEMORALIZED. 
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WHAT HAVÉ 
WE HERE? 
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BE JUST WHAT 
WE NEED. 


YOU ARE CAPTIVES 
ARE WEP À ABOARD А SLAVER 
6 SHIP. 
ARE YOU... 
SLAVERP 
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NOT AT 
ALL. I CAN 
FREE YOU. 


ከ ዜም THERE ARE 
AD MANY HERE HELD 
47 ENSLAVED, BUT 
MÁ THEY LACK THE WILL 
е TO RISE UP. THEY 
MÁ NEED INSPIRATION. 
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| SUBJECT WILL 
RETURN ТО ITS CELL 
AT ONCE. REPERT— 
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NOW, WE'LL 
JUST BE MAKING 
OUR WAY TO THIS 

SHIP'S TRANS- 
MAT DEVICE... 


DOCTOR, DON'T YOU 
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REFLECTIONS OF TIME 


Wherein prominent Whovians past and present muse upon the Doctor's history in comic form. 


With the arrival of the Second Doctor in TV Comics Doctor Who strip—a transformation that 
was given no explanation—the tone of the series moved away from the fairy-tale whimsy of 
the First Doctor's stories, and began to adopt the action-adventure tropes common to 
1960s TV shows such as The Avengers and Danger Man. With the addition of the Daleks, the 
Cybermen, the Quarks, and companion Jamie McCrimmon, the strip also had more in 
common with Doctor Who on television—superficially at least. 


In truth, there was one significant difference that set the Doctor's strip exploits apart from 
his TV adventures. In their bid to appeal to a younger audience, the strip writers attempted 
to boil the ethos of Doctor Who down to a very black-and-white formula of good versus evil. 
In so doing, they unfortunately managed to almost completely miss the underlying message 
of the series and the nature of the Doctor's character. Of course, the Doctor was seen to 
oppose evil, in its many forms, on a weekly basis in the TV series. However, violence was the 
Doctor's last resort, always favoring a peaceful resolution to any conflict wherever possible. 
In the pages of TV Comic, though, the Doctor was rarely so coy and was regularly seen to 
dispense harsh justice to his opponents. Worse still, he seemed to relish it. This somewhat 
worrying attitude is concisely demonstrated by the now infamous “Die, hideous creature. 
Die!" sequence in the 1967 strip adventure Master of Spiders. The Doctor builds himself a 
ray gun—something that would be unconscionable in the TV series—and decides to test it 
out by obliterating a robotic spider and its human operator within whilst uttering the 
notorious line. Not only does this demonstrate the Doctor's cavalier disregard for the 
sanctity of life, but also implies ‘ugly’ equals 'evil'—a disturbing subliminal message prevalent 
in the Doctor Who strip adventures of the time. 


As part of my research for Marvel's Doctor Who: Classic Comics in the early 1990s, | was 
allowed access to some of the original correspondence that had taken place between the 
publishers of TV Comic and the BBC. Then, as now, story outlines for the Doctor Who strips 
had to be submitted to the BBC for approval. It was interesting to note that the authors of 
the stories would often propose two alternative endings to an adventure. One would tend 
to lean towards a more reasonable conclusion with the Doctor making at least some 
attempt to negotiate a peaceful settlement between opposing factions, while the other; 
usually favored by the authors, would see the Doctor enthusiastically dispatching the enemy 
by bludgeoning them to death with hammers, or some such. The job of approving these 
storylines in the late 1960s fell to the then junior script editor, Terrance Dicks. 
Not surprisingly, in his replies to TV Comic, Dicks would always strongly recommend 
adopting the more conciliatory conclusion to the story, the tone of his letters, however, 
betraying his astonishment that the authors might even think it appropriate to portray 
the Doctor as some kind of vigilante. Thank goodness Terrance Dicks understood 
Doctor Who even if the strip writers didn't, otherwise we might be enjoying a very different 
kind of Doctor Who today. 


—John Ainsworth 
producer, director, and script editor 
for Big Finish Productions 


